












AEROSPACE
LeadING FLIG ht coN tRoL systeM s  
FoR R eGIoN a L a N d BU sIN ess J ets

From our Montreal office, we address the regional 
and business aircraft market worldwide, with major 
customers including Bombardier and Gulfstream. 
We design and integrate avionics suites, flight 
controls highlighting Fly-By-Wire technology, head-
up displays, enhanced vision systems, SATCOM 
systems,  integrated electronic standby instruments 
and other innovative concepts.

We bring to our Canadian business decades of civil 
and military research initiatives and certifications. 
As an example, over the past 10 years, Thales has 
been a pioneer and acquired extensive experience 
in Enhanced Flight Vision Systems (Integration of 
head-up display and EVS).  By achieving system 
certification and meeting the requirement of the 
FAA, Thales has demonstrated its strong expertise 
and know-how in EFVS technologies and is now 
positioned to provide next generation technology to 
the business and regional jet markets.

We announced in January 2011 that we will invest 
up to $43 million into R&D for next generation Fly-
By-Wire (FBW) Systems. The Government of Canada 
will contribute to the project through a Strategic 
Aerospace & Defence Initiative (SADI) repayable 
investment of $12.9 million. The SADI program 
supports strategic industrial research and pre-
competitive development projects in the aerospace, 
defence, space and security industries. 

Innovating in Canada 

For Canada, only world-class systems and products 
will do. At Thales Canada, providing technology is only 
the beginning. Having the capability and experience 
to further develop solutions from our existing base is 
the critical skill. Exploiting the potential of modern day 
electronics and systems is a major reason why Thales 
Canada has developed into one of Canada’s major 
innovators, suppliers and industrial partners.

Our success in Canada will be sustained by our 
continued growth and drive to provide the best 
technology in the world. We have made significant 
investments in R&D to support innovation, and our staff 
work very closely with the Research and Development 
community in Canada in all our markets, ensuring we 
develop tomorrow’s system solutions here at home.



Highlights and 
Major Projects  
in Canada
1985	 Toronto Scarborough LRT: first Communications-Based Train Control 

(CBTC) application

1986	 Vancouver SkyTrain (BCRTC): first fully automated (driverless) CBTC 
system in the world

1989	 Bombardier CRJ-100/200: Stall Protection System

1990	 Mission System Contract for Maritime Coastal 
Defence Vessel

1994	 Bombardier GLOBAL EXPRESS: Primary Controls & Electrical 
Secondary Flight Controls (Global 5000 in 2002)

1995	 Bombardier DASH8-Q400 : Complete Modular Avionics Suite / 
Glass cockpit 

1997	 Bombardier CRJ 700; Electrical Secondary Flight Controls & Stall 
Protection System (CRJ 900 in 2001, CRJ 1000 in 2008)

1998	 Bombardier GLOBAL EXPRESS: Head-up Flight Display System 
(Enhanced Flight Vision System in 2002)

2002	 Prime contract for Aurora Communication Management 
System Upgrade

2005	 Sukhoi Superjet 100: Cutting-edge New Avionics Suite

2007	 ATR 42/72 – 600: State-of-the-art Cockpit Upgrade; Embraer 
SATCOM – High Speed Communication Data System; Gulfstream 
G650 advanced flight control system (full Fly by Wire Computer 
technology); Bombardier Learjet 85; Spoilers Control System

2009	 Canada’s Land Command Support System (LCSS) Long-term 
Software Support (LTSS), one of the largest Command and Control 
support contracts ever let by the DND. The 19 km Canada line was 
opened 100 days earlier than scheduled.

2010	 Tactical Control Radar Project. As of end 2010, our SelTrac® CBTC 
solution is in operation worldwide on 30 mass transit rail lines, 
totaling over 1,000 kilometers of revenue guideway. 

2011	 IMIC3 contract. Edmonton Transit NLRT re-signalling contract. 


