
 

 

  

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Paris, 17 September 2025 

EIB backs Thales with €450 million loan 

• This EIB financing will support Thales' investments in research and development for 

aeronautics and radars.  

• The large-scale project will have a significant impact on the European security and 

defence industry.  

• It is the EIB’s first corporate loan to France’s security and defence sector.  

• The project also aligns with the EIB’s TechEU programme, which aims to foster 

innovation and the development of new technologies. 

The European Investment Bank (EIB) has granted a €450 million loan to Thales to finance its research 

and development investment programme in aeronautics and radar technologies. This programme is set 

to run until the end of 2027 and aims to enhance the safety and efficiency of both civil and military flights, 
while those in radar will make it possible to modernise current equipment and develop a new generation 
of civil and military software and radar systems. 

As well as being Thales’ first EIB loan, it is also one of the biggest corporate loans the EIB has ever 
granted in the security and defence sector. The loan is part of TechEU, the EIB’s innovation programme 
launched in June with €70 billion in funding available until 2027. 

EIB Vice-President Ambroise Fayolle said: “In the security and defence sector, innovation is key. The 
EIB is therefore pleased to help Thales, global leader in technologies for defence, aerospace and cyber 
security, to remain at the forefront of technological development. This initial operation with Thales also 
shows the EIB Group’s strong commitment to financing the security and defence sector, which is central 
to European sovereignty.” 

Thales Senior Executive Vice-President, Chief Financial Officer Pascal Bouchiat said: “We are 
very pleased with this support from the European Investment Bank, which reinforces the Group’s 
technological leadership and its contribution to European sovereignty. With 3,000 researchers and 
30,000 engineers involved in Research and Development, and €4.2 billion invested each year in R&D, 
Thales is recognized as one of the most innovative companies in the world.” 

EIB Group support for European security and defence 

Since 2024, the EIB Group has significantly stepped up its support for the development of European 
security and defence capabilities. Its activities in this area are a cross-cutting and permanent public 
policy objective of the Group, as well as being part of its eight strategic priorities for the period 2024-
2027. 

The EIB Group has revised its lending policy to broaden the eligibility criteria and the range of security 
and defence projects it can finance. It has also set up a Security and Defence Office to ensure a rapid 
and effective response to project proposals.The EIB Group’s objective is to allocate 3.5% of its total 
financing planned for 2025 (approximately €3.5 billion) to security and defence-related projects. 

https://www.eib.org/projects/topics/innovation-digital-and-human-capital/techeu/index
https://www.eib.org/publications/20240198-eib-group-2024-2027-strategic-roadmap
https://www.eib.org/publications/20240198-eib-group-2024-2027-strategic-roadmap
https://www.eib.org/press/all/2025-247-eib-group-increases-2025-financing-ceiling-to-record-eur100-billion-to-step-up-investments-in-security-and-defence-energy-grids-and-europe-s-tech-leadership
https://www.eib.org/press/all/2025-247-eib-group-increases-2025-financing-ceiling-to-record-eur100-billion-to-step-up-investments-in-security-and-defence-energy-grids-and-europe-s-tech-leadership


 

 

As a result of its ongoing and productive dialogue with industry and financial intermediaries, defence 
ministries and key institutions such as the European Commission, the European Defence Agency and 
NATO, the EIB Group has a solid portfolio of 80 projects under review that contribute to the European 
Union’s security and defence capabilities. 

You can find out more about the EIB’s support for the European security and defence sector here. 

 

Background information 

EIB 

The European Investment Bank (ElB) is the long-term lending institution of the European Union, owned 
by its Member States. Built around eight core priorities, we finance investments that contribute to EU 
policy objectives. The EIB Group, which also includes the European Investment Fund (EIF), signed 
nearly €89 billion in new financing for over 900 high-impact projects in 2024, boosting Europe’s 
competitiveness and security. In France, the EIB Group signed more than 100 agreements in 2024, 
totalling €12.6 billion. Nearly 60% (69% in France) of annual EIB Group financing goes to support 
projects that help fight climate change and improve climate change adaptation. 

Thales  

Thales (Euronext Paris: HO) is a global leader in advanced technologies for the Defense, Aerospace, 
and Cybersecurity & Digital sectors. Its portfolio of innovative products and services helps address 
several major challenges: sovereignty, security, sustainability, and inclusion. The Group invests over €4 
billion per year in Research & Development in key areas, particularly for critical environments such as 
Artificial Intelligence, cybersecurity, quantum technologies, and cloud technologies. Thales has more 
than 83,000 employees in 68 countries. In 2024, the Group achieved revenues of €20.6 billion. 
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